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EVERY DAY IS MEMORIAL DAY  
 

Today we remember 

A grateful Nation recalls 

Our Men and Women 

Who paid the price 

Of freedom for us all 

For those of us who 

Served beside them 

Every day is Memorial Day 

We can't let their memories fade 

We were touched by their loss 

Their lives touched ours 

Changing and helping us 

Becoming who we are 

Grateful for what we have 

Freedom at Home 

For those left at home 

You gave us your sons and daughters 

Husbands and Wives 

Fathers and Mothers 

Brothers and Sisters 

Friends and Lovers 

Thank you for sharing them with us 

We miss them all 

We won't let them be forgot 

That is why each of us 

Who have been in battle knows 

We can never ever forget 

That Every Day is Memorial Day 
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by Kerry 'Doc' Pardue  

Memorial Day is a time that I reflect 
on those who have served and 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for the 
defense of our freedom, our Con-
stitution and the interests of the 
United States of America.  
 
As I peruse the memorial wall of 
KIA, and having recently viewed 
Corpsman.comôs Original Memorial 
Day 2008 Tribute, I find it helps me 
to remember, (via a personal 
touch), this is not a holiday to be 
celebrated with BBQ and music, 
rather it's just a day, a day to re-
member those who are no longer 
with us and the reason why. A day 
to remember their families and the 
pain and anguish they certainly 
have felt at the loss of their loved 
ones. This is a day to say thank 
you, to those families, to all who 
have served, and to those currently 
serving.  
 
Thank you for your sacrificeéthank 
you for your service. 
8404 

http://iwvpa.net/parduek/every_da.php


Memorial Day  
by Stephen Higgins  

 
The sun shone weakly through the February sky in 1982.  The procession of several cars moved 
slowly through the gates and up the hill.  As we approached the Chapel I wondered what the Chap-
lain was going to say, as he had never met the Late CDR S. G. Higgins, SC, USN.  We entered the 
chapel and took our seats with a fair number of non family members attending as my father had had 
a strong impact on his former junior troops, now risen to senior ranks.  The most senior that I met 
was now the COMNAVSURFLANT Suppo. 
 
The service began, and during and after the Chaplain's talk, I wondered how he could have de-
scribed my father so well with just having read a very brief biography that we had given him.  Years 
later it came to me that the Chaplain was not just talking about my father but about every veteran 
that had been laid to rest.  His description of the service, the sacrifices, the dedication to the service 
and our country was not just my father but all service members.  The service was followed by the 
slow wending of the funeral processions to the graveside.  The honor provided by the members of 
the honor guard, the horse guard and musicians was truly humbling.  During the church service the 
temperature outside had dropped over 20 degrees. 
 
This made the horses pulling the caisson very skittish, but on the way to the graveside and until well 
after the casket had been taken off the caisson the horses were absolutely perfect.  It was if they 
too were honoring our fallen brethren.  I was told later after the service that the horses had broken 
loose from the caisson and had bolted.  It was as if they waited until they knew that they would not 
be dishonoring the fallen to act the way that they did.  The service flowed very smoothly and soon 
CDR Higgins had joined the rest of the residents of Arlington National Cemetery.  All of the TV cov-
erage that you see about funerals and all of the you tube, his tube and their tube videos cannot be-
gin to show you the reverence and professionalism these men and women have when honoring the 
fallen. 
 
The clock jumps ahead to 1995.  Again my brother and I are at the graveside as this time it is LT 
Bertha E. Higgins, NC USNR that is receiving the honors.  Again the men and women of the honor 
guards performed admirably and the service is something that is truly memorable. 
 
This memorial day as we honor the men and women that have fallen serving and have served our 
country let us not forget those men and women of the honor guards at the National Cemeteries,  
Reserve units, and VFW posts, that provide graveside services, as well as those individuals that 
work to maintain the sacred ground in which our fallen rest.  These men and women continue to 
provide a service to the families of the fallen and honor those that have gone before. 
 
As a final note we should always remember that though the services that are held on Memorial day 
are oft solemn, but should also be viewed as a celebration of the people that we honor. 
 
May you all have a safe and memorable Memorial Day 
 
 
Stephen Higgins 
HMC(SW/FMF) USN Ret  



What does Memorial Day mean to me?  Well, other than the idiot ads for cars, furniture, food, and movies about actors 
trying to act tough on celluloid, here's something else. 
  

I am retired Navy and joined during the Carter Administration, and while my dad was all for it, my mother was very wor-
ried and thought I'd lost my mind.  However, after she noticed the change in me, she was all for me making the Navy my 
career, which I eventually did. 
  

Both of my parents are now dead, and yes my dad served in WWII in the European theatre and eventually served as a 
P.O.W guard, all the while serving as a motor-pool mechanic, and someday I want to take his old service no. and find 
out exactly what he did and if he saw any major action, which I suspect he did, he just never talked about it openly, just 
like my uncles who also served in the Army. 
  

I served in a lot of different bases, from Puerto Rico(now closed)to Southern CaliforniaI(Balboa Hospital), USS Saratoga
(CV-60)which has long since been decommissioned, Naval Ophthalmic Support and Training Activity, Yorktown, VA, 
and retired from Parris Island, which is still around making Marines from any young person who wants a real challenge 
and is willing to earn it. 
  

When the news of today is digested and opinions dispensed, those who wrote it will always wonder how their legacies 
will be remembered.  But for this retired Navy corpsman who saw a lot of the world and who witnessed even more, my 
legacy is remembered by only those he served with and fondly remember, and for better and worse respected for it all. 
  

Yes I do get questions about it, mainly from active-duty who need the mentoring and advice, and always get a hearty 
'Thank you, sir!'.  And I know the advice I give will always help from someone who's willing to apply it. 
  

Michael F. Vaughn, retired Navy HM2 
Jacksonville, FL      

Memorial Day had always meant a day off from school, marching with the band and that school was almost over for the 
summer.  I didn't look forward to the parade because of the gun salute, I would cry every time I heard it.  This changed 
for me when I was in college.  I came home to see a fallen 'hometown hero' brought home.  His brother, who was also in 
the service, was riding in the front seat of the vehicle carrying his brother.  The streets were lined with people.   We 
waited for almost 2 hours before the convoy of police, military vehicles and other cars came through town.  The convoy 
went through a few of the surrounding towns and had picked up county police cars on the way.  While we were waiting, 
everyone was talking, and had their American flags within reach.  As the convoy topped the hill south of town, everyone 
went silent.  The children held their flags and no one spoke, honoring one of our own who was brought home too 
early.  Memorial Day became more to me that day.  Memorial Day is about honoring those who have served, whatever 
the conflict or war at the time.  It is about honoring those who had pledged to give their life for the United States of 
America as well as remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  Memorial Day is a way for those in the civilian 
world to say thank you to the veterans and troops who make it possible for the American freedoms and way of life.  
 

Docvôsfuturewife 

Carlene McFarland 

Well some insight on what, who I am. I spent three years in 

Vietnam, including Tet68 in Hue City. I remember 

friends and comrades who I have lost. I toast to them for 

being HEROS. I say a prayer that they never be for-

gotten. I cry, I am not ashamed to admit that. You young 

folks who are serving your country now, 

GOD BLESS YOU and I am proud of you Corps-

men, Medics and the rest of the Service Members of the 

US Armed Forces.  

Jim Beyersdorf  

HMC USNRET  


