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Ever since I joined Corpsman.com back in the Summer of 2006, started spending WAY more hours on the s
than one would expect, asking questions, helping parents, and just all around being the welcome wagon lad
onthesite,D&Chi ef (Darrell) & | have been trying to ge
the trip to Great Lakes while Dan was down there at Boot Camp and NHCS we would try to get together eve
if it was just for coffee. Alas, it was not to be.

After many scheduling conflicts, we were finally
travel to Northern I1llinois and meet t hErslaydosne 6 s
the day | deliver payroll for my company. Rob took the afternoon off so he could help get stuff ready to roll or
Friday morning. He is sitting out in the parking lot in the truck waiting for me and comes in to the office and
says idlf you want to go to Chicago this weekend,
pened now?0 Of <course, Mur phyods > mhn g
water pump in the truck decided to die (of course, it could have been w
and done it on the road on Friday rather than in the parking lot on Thurs
So | call my favorite mechanic and frantically ask how long it will take t
to replace the water pump. He got us right in and had it finished by clo
time (ok 20 min after closing but that was because one of the gaskets r
and we had to have another set delivered ASAP).

Truck loaded, off we head to the other side of Lake Michigaere we a
little nervous about meeting the infamous Crone family? You bet your |
we wer e. D) I mean, webdbve been
actually meeting is going to be strange. Meeting people for the first tim
always a little uncomfortable, no matter how well you know each other ¥
online, that first facdo-face is a bitnerv&vr ac ki ng. | 6 m eods



were feeling the same way because Karen had Darrell cleaning the house top to bottom in preparation for ot
arrival. It was nice to know | wasnot the only o

The drive from Michigan to Chicago was kind of ¢
downt own area, but this is really normal for tha
One of our scheduled stops going through Chicago was Super-Retghad heard about them from a show
on the Travel Channel and it was decided that on our
way through Chicago that we HAD to stop there anc
one of their famous hot dogs. We have decided tha
per Dawg is going to be a regular stop for us anytim
we are in Chicago.

We decided to avoid thed4 parking lot to continue ot
drive up to the Crone house. And altered our route
but we are sure that even though it took a little longg
get to our destination we were a lot less stressed going the route we went.

Unfortunately there are no picture
Croneds met . But I can tell you |
someone for the first time and know in that instant that you are just adding people
to your family. That was exactly how it felt meeting Darrell &Karen and their wonderful children.

We spent a little time at their house getting to know each other before Darrell
led us to our hotel in Gurnee. We had a couple hours to relax and get settled
there while Darrell and Karen got their kids settled with their baby sitter for
the evening. For dinner the five of us went to Cubby Beanice sports bar

that serves some very nice food. We spent the evening getting to know each
other and talking about the site and plans for a gathering next summer for
members to come meet each other.
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Saturday morning was spent having breakfast at the

Crone house. Let me tell ya this breakfast casserole that

they made was INCREDIBLE and we will be harassing Karen to share the recipe.
We had planned to go to a Renaissance Faire in Wisconsin for the day but the

Our Hosts: Darrell & weather demanded that we find something else to do to entertain ourselves. After
' much searching, Karen found a place in the suburbs of Chicago called Medieval

Karen Crone

Times that does a dinner and tournament type of thing. It was decided that we
would go there. WOW! | highly recommend that if you are in the area check this place out. Dinner was
served in a Medieval Arena with the knights of the realm performing feats of skill to entertain us. What a fun
time.

We had a great time with Darrell, Karen and the kids. Definitely looking forward to the nextCiepDee



