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Holiday Season 2008 

 

Wow!  Has it been a year since I wrote this?   

 

One year ago, DeeDee & Rob were having a ñBLUE CHRISTMASò as their oldest 

son Dan was serving our great country in Iraq.  The husband and wife who take 

care of us all were feeling a bit  down as it was the first Christmas they had experi-

enced when one of their own were away in a dangerous far away land. 

 

Of course Dan came home in April, and was supposed to get out in Sept/Oct of this 

year, but heck, he liked the great meals the military provides so much, he extended 

for 24 months!!  Also since then, their youngest son Johnathan is now a Deppôer in 

the NUKE program. (Talk about an egghead!).   

 

What I am getting at is, while we focus on ourselves, time continues marching on.  

 

In the year of 2008 we lost 4 Heroes in combat over in Afghanistan.   

 

HN Mark A. Retmier  -  June 18th 2008 

HN Dustin K. Burnett   - June 20th, 2008 

HM2 Anthony Carbullido -  August 8th 2008 (My fellow Shipmate at NHCS)  

HM3 Eichmann Strickland  -  September 9th 2008 

 

Heroes all and they will all be missed. 

 

There is an upside to this as well.  We did not lose ñ1ò person over in IRAQ for the 

CY 2008.  This is not to say there werenôt folks who were injured etc, but this IS 

the first time in a long time no one was KIA in Iraq for 1 year.   

 

I do not want to forget those shipmates that were hurt and injured over in the thea-

ter, because they are all heroes as well.  Please donôt forget them. 


