
 When my son Dan (Kahuna5150) joined the Navy as a Corpsman - I knew that a  

deployment or two was definitely in his future.  Little did I know that his first deploy-

ment was going to happen just after his one year anniversary in the Navy.  When we 

found out about his upcoming deployment the support of the members of Corpsman.com 

was ASTOUNDING.  I received so many messages of love & support that I canôt even 

begin to thank everyone who helped me keep it together.  I was also getting emails from 

family, friends and members of Corpsman.com who wanted to send him care packages.   

 This is where the seed for the Adopt-A-Doc program sprouted.  Just about every 

member either has been deployed, is being deployed or knows someone who is, was, or 

is going to be deployed.  So why not start a network for the members of Corpsman.com 

to be able to support the Docs who are out there serving so far from their friends and 

families. 

 Off goes an announcement to the members - if you are deployed or getting de-

ployed contact DeeDee with your name, rank and mailing address.  And another an-

nouncement - if you would like to support a deployed Doc contact DeeDee with your 

name and mailing address.  The responses kind of trickled in but by the time Dan left on 

his deployment we had a half dozen Docs who wanted to get packages sent to them and 

almost 20 people who wanted to send out packages.  Needless to say at the beginning of 

this project those guys had their names given out multiple times. :)  

 I kept posting about the project in the forums and occasionally I would get a re-

sponse from someone either wanting to get packages or wanting to send them out.  I did the best I could to get 

them adopted out quickly so that they didnôt wait long to get something in the mail. Sometimes I sent them a 

package from our family while I was looking for someone to give their name to.  When the holiday season 

started that is when people really came out wanting to send packages to our Docs.  We ended up with 14 

corpsman and 29 senders.  So you know that their names went out more than once. This included the corpsman 

that are stationed with Dan because it was easy for me to get their names and addresses.  ;)   

 Recently, we decided to include family members of Corpsman.com members who deploy regardless of 

what job they hold because as members of Corpsman.com we support each other. So now I have a list of 24 

deployed personnel - BUT more than half of them are nearing the end of their deployment which means I need 

more names and more people who want to send packages out. 

 So, if you are deployed, getting deployed soon, or know someone in either of those groups 

PLEASE email me - deedee@corpsman.com with Name, Rank, and mailing address.  Same goes if you 

would like to adopt one of our deployed Docs - email me or you can send me a PM through the website.  I 

am also on Pownce (http://www.pownce.com) as DeeDee (yeah, I know it isnôt very original but I am the only 

DeeDee on there) 

  

DeeDee 

Scuttlebutt Editor 

 

Thank you to my Corpsman.com family who helped me maintain my sanity while Dan has been deployed. 

S c u t t l e b u t t  
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Rant  f rom Da-Ch ie f b y HMC Dar re l l  Crone 

Shipmates, 

 I hope you all had a nice Easter weekend.  You have seen my posts so you know the weather we had here in Great 

Lakes.  It doesnôt help that this was the earliest Easter we have had since the 30ôs..  We wonôt have one this early again 

for over 200 years.  

 

Anyways, I am in need of some assistance from you all, Team Corpsman.com.  We are upgrading our site the one that 

has been silently going on for the last 30 days, and to be honest, we have about 30 more to go till we unveil the new 

look.  Some of you will be asked to ñBeta Testò it prior to going live so be on the lookout, we really want to flesh this 

one out. 

 

What I am requesting from you all, I am trying to come up with a mission statement for Corpsman.com.  Why am I ask-

ing you? Because we would not be 1300+ strong without each and every one of you.  When we started we were a site for 

Active and Reserve Corpsmen.   Now we serve, Active, Reserve, Dependants, Potential Recruits, Recruits, and Vets 

from all services.  

 

I donôt want to alienate anyone but keep the focus on our mission which is to help the ñDOCôsò from all services and 

their families and Vets.  I need a statement short and to the point for our header.  Something we can advertise with.   So 

if you have any ideas, please Email them to:  admin1@Corpsman.com and also editor@corpsman.com .  I want to make 

sure you get a response on your efforts. 

 

As my time is increasingly pulled in multiple directions, I hope you realize it is not just ñDA-CHIEFò who does all the 

work here.  I could not do it without : 

CrazyCajun, The best damn Network Admin anyone could have to help run this place. 

DeeDee, what she does with our Newsletter and the Adopt a Doc program is second to none.  

8404 (Tony) Who I swear is like a Concierge to our site.. I have yet to see him get tickets to a game for anyone yet.. 

He is the HMFICé(If you donôt know what this means, Email him) 

HMC-FMF-PJ, While not on the staff officially, he is always on educating and helping Docôs.  He is one of the top 

posters on our site and he backs ñEVERYTHINGò up with facts. 

Kaymanism, who btw just graduated from Surgical Tech School last week and will be reporting to Oak Harbor, 

WA.  He is our official Photographer and will be setting up a program for pics from Docôs to be displayed. 

Doc Pardue(The incredible shrinking man), Vet of the Army in Vietnam and Expert on all info for PTSD 

Last but not least and newest to our crew, HMC8404, A retired HMC like myself who is in charge of the always fun 

S.O.S Forum section.  PM her if you want to know what the S.O.S is about. 

 

Like I said, we are few but we are proud of what we do and can provide to you.  Please help us out to make the site bet-

ter, more relevant and easier to use. 

 

Last but not least, I am working on increasing the corpsman.com Pownce group.  Help me out. I would like to get over 

200+  in the next month.  Pownce is free and is a fun way to blast something really quick if we come across some-

thing.   Go to :  http://www.pownce.com  And join, itôs free.  After Joining search for Da_Chief  And friend me, I will 

add you to the Corpsman.com List.  I think once you get on you will want your family members to use it as well.  

 

On a Personal Noteé. Kick Ass Citrus.. Keep it upé 

 

Thanks and everyone have a great April!! 

 

 

Da-Chief 

Corprsman.com 

mailto:admin1@Corpsman.com
mailto:editor@corpsman.com
http://www.pownce.com


From the Desk of Doc Schmock 
Thank you for the unconditional SUPPORT! 
  
Before I get ready to leave Iraq, I wanted to take a moment to reflect and thank everybody  receiving this email for the 
support over the last year that Iôve been away.  Itôs strange to think that it has been over one year since I left and in only 
a few short weeks, Iôll be returning home from a war.  Iôll have to admit that even though I may not have been a typical 
ñwar fighterò, the experiences that I have encountered here will certainly stick with me throughout the rest of my life.  Be-
ing confined to an austere northern Iraqi forward operating base that we have called ñhomeò for the past 12 months, I 
have seen my share of death, injured, sick and sheer carnage of war that most people will never be able to comprehend 
unless theyôve been through it. 
  They say that fighting in a war alters a person for the rest of their life, some good, and some bad.  For me, though, it is 
mostly good.  We have been extremely lucky this past year and up to date, Iôve not had to render life saving aid to one of 
my own brotherôs-at-arms, which for me, tells me that weôre doing something right, or that someone up above, has lis-
tened to our prayers!.  Iôve been on numerous combat convoys, ranging from the shortest, 80 miles, to the longest, 
about 300 miles (totaling about 2500 miles)and in all that time, on the most deadly roads in the world, Iôve not once en-
countered an IED, but thatôs not to say that Iôve never been shot at. On a recent convoy, just prior to me coming home 
on leave, we did have an RPG rocket attempt to attack our convoy.  Again, luckily, no one was injured and the RPG did-
nôt damage any of our vehicles.  Up to this point in my life, that had to be one of the scariest moments that Iôve ever had 
to encounter.  Itôs amazing though.  You hear many people say that training kicks in during a moment like that, and I can 
attest, it does!  It wasnôt until after we finished the convoy that we all sat around and talked about it, that you realize how 
scary it really was and how much different the outcome could have been.   
  Itôs hard to put in words some of the things that I have learned / encountered here, which is why I took so many pic-
tures.  Maybe someday Iôll write about the pictures and share them.  If you ever see me while Iôm home and want to see 
them, let me know, but be forewarned, some are graphic and Iôm sure that I could sit down for hours explaining them all 
J 
I just learned today that we have a ñDATEò for which we will be flying into Baltimore, which is on the 11

th
 of April 

2008.  About 33 days from now, but whoôs counting.  There is a chance that we will be arriving earlier, but for now, at 
least they finally gave us a fly date.  Donôt make plans, yet, to come to the airport.  Iôll give you more firm date/time when 
we get closer.  Tomorrow we are having an awards ceremony for those of us that are leaving.  Iôll get some pictures out 
to you once I get them. 
Well, canôt think of anything else to talk about right now.  The main reason for this email was for me to say ñTHANK 
YOUò to everyone receiving this.  Without you all, it would have made for a long year.  I appreciate everything that you 
sent and I can say most of them went into my belly J  I did share with the other guys here and they appreciated it, too.  I 
hope to see all of you within the next couple of months.  I plan to be in Michigan, again, around the end of April, begin-
ning of May, so I can pickup my new truck and visit.  I will make a quick stop to Michigan to pick-up my car (opps, I 
mean my Momôs car). 
  
Love you all and remember, just because Iôm coming home, there are still plenty of Sailors, Airmen, Soldiers and Ma-
rines that are still over here that need our unconditional support more than ever. 
  
Brian  
*************************************** UPDATE ****************************************  

Hey everyone, 
 
Just wanted to let you know that I made it safely to Kuwait and finally out of harm's way!  It appears 
that I will be getting back to the states soon.  Hopefully I'll find something out today, as far as a spe-
cific date.  I'm estimating around the 4th / 5th of April.  Still awaiting some paperwork from the higher 
up's to be released from the area.  Otherwise, all's good.  Everyone's in good spirits and happy to 
come home.  It still hasn't really sunken in that I'm headed back, yet.  Maybe when I'm finally in the 
air it will. 
 
I'll keep you all posted on my progress.  You'll be seeing me before you know it!! 
 
Love ya all, 
Brian 



FMTB NEWS 

From HM1 Paul (FMF_DOC) 

Corpsmen experience combat casualty realism:  

New Simulation lab opens at Camp Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reproducing the experience of combat and its resulting injuries is being taken to a new level by the military.  

 

The Field Medical Training Battalion- East official opened its Combat Casualty Simulation Laboratory during 

a ribbon cutting ceremony aboard Camp Johnson the 25th of March, Friday.  

 

The laboratory, commonly called the 'Simlab' by its operators, provides a realistic experience of what new 

corpsmen can expect during combat with a specific emphasis on Improvised Explosive Devices.  

 

The emphasis on how IEDs affect training resounded with the bang of an artillery stimulator, which kicked off 

the first post ribbon cutting use of the Simlab. As the corpsmen eagerly stormed the building to assess the in-

jured, they were confronted by role players moulaged, (the art of applying mock injuries for the purpose of 

training) and state-of-the-art mannequins, which on the command of an instructor can do anything from call-

ing for help, spurt fake blood to even flat lining.  

 

At $56,000 for each mannequin, the cost is well worth it, said Petty Officer 2nd Class Joshua Bergman, a hos-

pital corpsmen and instructor for the FMTB. "Compared to the old ones [plastic mannequins] this brings a 

sense of realism that we have not experienced yet," said Bergman.  

These improvements to the realism of training result in an 87 percent survival rate of patients who are treated 

on the battlefield, said Capt. Efren Saenz, commanding offer of the FMTB. This is an increase from the 62 

percent of the Vietnam era.  

Following a simulated improvised explosive device 

attack, corpsmen cleared the Combat Trauma Simula-

tion Laboratory of role-playing insurgents, conducted 

triage to determine the severity of the simulated injured 

service members and lastly carried out the re-enactors, 

who have been instructed to struggle against the corps-

men during the Field Medical Training Battalion's 

Casualty Assessment Class Oct. 9, 2007.  



"Hands down this is a thousand times better than when I went through this same training a couple of years 

ago," said Bergman.  

 

Although the building and the technology housed within it are at the cutting edge, they would sit idle without 

instructors -- those who bring their battlefield experience to the school, said Saenz.  

 

HM2 Bergman stated, "The experience of the staff is really what makes the difference; these pieces of equip-

ment are just tools that we use -- great tools, but still just tools." 
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