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Center of Excellence for Remote and Medically Under-Served Areas


In August 2007, the U.S. Navy solicited proposals for the development of online degree programs with the following goals:

· Designed specifically for Navy IDCs

· Support the concept of  life-long learning by accepting and acknowledging the training and experience of the IDCs for college credit

· Be delivered to IDCs at all duty stations with access to a computer, both at sea and on shore 

The overall objective of the proposal was to provide IDCs with academic credentials advance their career opportunities.  Saint Francis University responded and was awarded a one year grant to develop an online Bachelor of Science in Health Science (BSHS) degree program and to study the feasibility of an online Master of Physician Assistant Science degree program, specifically for qualified IDCs.  
Saint Francis University is developing a BSHS degree program for IDCs to provide them the opportunity to maximize their military experiences and any prior college-level course work in the pursuit of a science-based undergraduate degree through distance education.  Completion of this program will help IDCs to be prepared for advanced professional healthcare degrees.  The program under development will include prerequisite coursework necessary to become eligible for Saint Francis University’s Physician Assistant Program, including:

· Chemistry – 8 credits (must have labs) 

· Human Anatomy and Physiology – 8 credits (must have labs) 

· Microbiology – 4 credits (must have lab) 

· Psychology – 3 credits 

· Statistics – 3 credits (or upper level math) 

The initial enrollment process for the BSHS degree program is targeted to begin during the fall 2008 academic semester with a spring 2009 start.  During the upcoming academic year the University plans to complete development of additional courses.

Concurrently, Saint Francis University continues to explore the feasibility of an online Master of Physician Assistant Science program that will meet published educational standards set forth by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant.  By collaborating with Navy Medicine, the online program, leading to the MPAS degree, will be developed to complement the needs and duty assignments of the IDC.  
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