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NOVEMBER 2008 IS “WARRIOR CARE MONTH”

QUANTICO, Va. (Nov 5, 2008) The Secretary of Defense has designated November 2008 as “Warrior Care Month” to increase awareness of programs and resources available to America’s Wounded, Ill, and Injured Servicemembers, their families, and those who care for them.

The U.S. Marine Corps is joining the Department of Defense in this effort to enhance awareness by increasing visibility of the Marine Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment and the support the Regiment provides to our Marines and their families.  Optimally, increased awareness will translate to more Marines and families using available programs and services.

In his 2006 Planning Guidance, the 34th Commandant of the Marine Corps highlighted his vision of taking care of Wounded Warriors and their families.  In April 2007, that vision was realized by the official establishment of the Wounded Warrior Regiment.  “Marines take care of Marines from the point of injury throughout their recovery and as they transition back into duty or out of the Marine Corps,” Col. Gregory Boyle, Commanding Officer of the Wounded Warrior Regiment, said. 

Headquartered in Quantico, Virginia, and with Wounded Warrior Battalions on Camp Lejeune, NC and Camp Pendleton, CA the Wounded Warrior Regiment provides and facilitates assistance to Wounded, Ill, and Injured Marines and Sailors attached to or in support of Marine units and their family members throughout the phases of recovery and at various geographic locations.  Key facts about the Wounded Warrior Regiment follow:

· The Marine Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment Call Center receives calls from active duty and former Wounded, Injured, Ill Marines/Sailors and their families and conducts proactive outreach calls to former WII Marines.  Outreach calls assess needs for immediate resolution or referral to either the Marine Corps’ Wounded Warrior Operations Center or the appropriate federal agency for resolution.  The number is (877)4USMC-WW / (877)487-6299 and is available 24/7.

· The Wounded Warrior Regiment Job Transition Cell employs full-time Department of Labor and Department of Veterans Affairs representatives.  The Cell focuses on locating jobs for Wounded Warriors, particularly severely wounded warriors.  Assistance is provided to both active duty personnel and former Marines.  

· The Marine Corps also realizes the needs of our Wounded, Ill, and Injured and their families continue to evolve and that we must ensure they are equipped for success in today’s environment and in the future.  Accordingly, the Regiment t stood up a Future Initiatives and Transformation Team to conduct proactive outreach work to anticipate and identify future issues and craft solutions for implementation to ready our Marines and their families for success.  

· In February 2008, the Wounded Regiment received the Department of the Navy’s Surgeon General’s Award for accomplishing their mission to its fullest capacity and going above and beyond to ensure that the care provided to our wounded, ill and injured is not just a process, but a relationship that will endure over a lifetime.  

The Regiment’s Commanding Officer, Col Gregory A. Boyle, stated “Through the Marine Corps’ caring and concerned leadership, we will keep faith with our Wounded, Ill, and Injured Marines and their families.  We will ensure awareness of their needs and provide the necessary mechanisms to address those needs.”

For further please visit www.woundedwarriorregiment.org.

Media:  Contact Captain Leticia Reyes, Public Affairs, Wounded Warrior Regiment, 703.432.1845 or by email at leticia.reyes1@usmc.mil.   

